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A CHRONIC FAULT-FINDER.
| Alrs. 1da B. Wells-Barnett,of Chicago.
recently visited this city and lectured at’
{ Ebenezer A M E, Church, under the

1is 1o wonder that” she kmows 50 little
| about Baltimore, Such statements as

|+ wepicas of one of the organizations of
ihe church., Mrs. Barnets was in the
ity a few daysafter “her lecture, and
uad an opportunity to make some in-
investigations, which, no doubt she did,
and in her own way. The resul's .of
that investigation she has given to the
Chicago Conservator. She starts off by
sayiug that, “in Baltimore there are
ninety thousand zolored . people,  nearly
one third of the population.” Balti-
more has five huadred thousand popula-
tion, a: @ the colored people (in. Balti-
more are obout one-fifth” of ' that num-
ber and not one-third as stated by Mrs.
Barnett. She also makes the following
statement. .

«It is sato to say the money they spend
each week for groceries,dry goods,shoes
ond other necessaries of life average
ninety thousand dollars for one weck
alone. One would tnink that this enor-
mous exspenditure would at least guar-
antee civil treatment from the seller to
the black buyer. Not sqg., The business
is mostly donie by whitb’ "Americais and
Jews. There is not a place in the city
where a Negro may get a glass of soda
if you are thirsty or a good meal if he is
hungry save in places kept by our race.
You would paturally conclude that with
soch an immense population to draw
from, and stung by the ‘jnsolent treat-
ment which black ‘people receive, there
would be scores of business fplaces kept
by our own peoplé there, - Yet in the
whole of that great city there is only
one drng store kept by colored men. I
never saw or heard of a single  grocery
or dry good store of any deseription
kent by colored men. They are ineult-
ed with impunity in the white stores,
flay after day, because the 'proprietors
know they can do this and the Negro
will still give.them his ‘money. I told
these to whom I talked about the situa-

{ion, that even if there wasno :business
sbility and capital enough-imong themn
to start their own businéss places their
race pride should drive them all totrade
only with those white men who were-
at least conrteous and respectful to them
that every one of the hundred or more

how wide their religious or personal
differences should ubite in one grand
body to carry cut that policy. And
when the merchant came-to understand
that he must treat the Negro differently
’if they desired his trade, it would not
be long befose they ‘would get better
l treayment.”’

! Now, as to her statements: As to the

expenditures, we fee' suré that she has
under rather than over stated the
amount which the colored people spénd
per week, and we also agree with her
ip the statement that the business of the
| ¢ity is carried on by whife Americans
and Jews,but when she makes the state-
ment that there is not one place in the
city where colored people can get a
glass of soda water outside of colored
peopie’s places shejmakes a’ mistake, for
there are dozens of such places, kept
by white people where the same can be
obtained. As to eating places, -we ad-
mit they are few and far between, We
also admit, to our shame, that we have
only one colored drug store, and that is
not too well patronized, Asto the state-
ment that she never saw a single grocery
store kept by colored people, we have to
gay that she must have either been fast
asleep or had her eyes-closed the whole
time she was in Baltimore. If she had
applied to us we could ‘have pointed out
a dozen such places. It is true we have
no dry goods stores, as-'yet. As to the
¥:atter of 1 ting insulted with -impunity
¢y white £t yre proprietors, this we em-
yhatically leny. Asa wmatter of fact
jlmost any lady Who has. business in
u&y of the | rominent stores of this. city
will testify that they meet with the
‘most courteous treatment,. and . when
this i& not accorded, & complaint to ‘the
‘proprietor will bring ont the fact that
those who have been: guilty' of the act
‘once Will not be guilty of thé same agsic
‘soon. And this-is one of the’teasons
why colored merchants ‘Have such a
harad time to get-along. Colored''t.ople
sire treatod so-well by nearly everybody
‘ith whom they dealiand.are’ shown
so many favors that goldred merchants
cannot afford, that, naturally ithe::trade-

Negro pastors in that city, no- matter |.

goes to the white merchant who can af-
ford greater facilities than::the colored,
merchant. b e e
In a number of the. Jargest, stores in
this city, the colored Jady, !
.get her.purchases. chayged until:.such’
time as she is willing apd, yeady; to pay.
Of course this applies to the better:class
of white people just as it.;applies to ‘the
#ter classof white pcoples, i v
‘wo of the largest green.grocery:stores
the city are kept by.colored.men, and.
,ey are making money...Wehave with-
. a thefradins cf a fewy. sqpares,in north-
west Baltimore,.to say; nothingof any
other parts of the city, tbree or four
grocery stores keptby,golored; mensand
all of them are dojng well.: - Nearly--all
the underfaking is done by colored men
and their business is a large one. We
bave three or four colored taildrs in this
city and they are kept :busy. i Most  of
the catering in this city is done' by color-
ed men and as a rule they have, maisced
a competency, and ail of tham are doinyg

well. C S
We are alive to the fact” that -ve are
po  V.igallthat we can . and. ought,
+iging sometbing and doing

h

she did the Afro-American- offic

the ones above-quoted ave galculated to

| injure this or any other ¢ity, of which

they are made, and we Wish to take this
opportanity to deny Mrs. Barnett's state-
ments along this line aboat ‘Baltimore.
We have no'objaction to being painted
just ag we are, but we aré sure that Bal-
timore compares favorably with Chicago
waen it comes to business. enterprises,
and Mrs, Barnett lives in Chicago.

We would like to Mrs. Baruett
to tell us how many large
grocery aud dry goods stores there are
in Chicago, run by colored people; how
many hotals, and how many drug stores
This would perhaps aid us in forming a
conelusion as to what kind of judge she
she is of business matters, and also how
many of them she patronizes. And also
how muocbicapital she has invested in
businessenterprises iu her city. '
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